
IYC-Harrisburg 

 
Staffing Levels 

 Education: 25 

 Security 158 

 Non-Security: 60 

 Contractual: 27 
 
Key Facts 

 Medium security with a maximum security unit 

 Located 40 miles from Carbondale, IL (approx.) near the Kentucky border. 

 Operates as the Southern reception and Classification Center. 

 Currently replacing all facility beds with safety beds. 

 Chronic teacher absences, and restrictive union policies regarding substitute teachers, 
makes assessing the teacher-student ratio difficult.  Counting hired teachers only the 
teacher-student ratio is 1:10, with a special education ratio of 1:2 (approx.). 

 School maintains an elected student council that has successfully implemented policy 
changes in the facility. 

 The school offers post-secondary education through Southern Illinois University to youth who 
have completed their high school diploma or obtained a GED. 

 Critical staff vacancies in programming, medical, and mental health staff. 

 Offers classes in anger management, pre-release program (Parole School), Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy, parenting classes, behavior modification, and social skills. 

 The volunteer program functioned for 1444 hours with program topics in religion, education, 
and parenting resources. 

 The facility maintains outdoor sports facilities, but there are few organized activities.  Youth 
are locked in their cell for 11.5 hours a day. 

 Substance abuse treatment runs in-facility through contract, Civigenics. 

 Mental health staff to youth receiving services ratio is 1:18, with a ratio of 1:37 to the general 
population.  Youth meet individually for 45-minute sessions every two weeks. 

 In FY 2011, confinement was used a total of 1207 times for an average of 2.0 days (near 
IDJJ wide average). 

Vital Statistics 
Population: 260 
Rated Capacity: 276 (94.2%) 

After safety bed installation: 313 (83.0%) 
Average age: 17.0 
Average length of stay: 6 months 
Average annual cost per youth: $69,321 
Population by race: 

23% White, 70% Black, 7% Hispanic 
Committing class offense: 

3 Murder, 27 Class X, 69 Class 1, 84 Class 2, 50 Class 3, 19 Class 4, 8 Class A 


