
IYC-St. Charles 

 
Staffing Levels (as of September 29, 2011) 

 Education: 22 

 Security: 138 

 Non-Security: 68 

 Contractual: 45 
 
Key Facts 

 Medium Security; Northern Reception and Classification facility 

 Located 45 miles from Chicago (approx.) 

 Operates as the Northern Reception and Classification Center 

 Currently replacing all beds with “safety beds.” 

 Because of the facility’s age, buildings are in disrepair (especially roofs), and at least five of 
which are non-operational.  Utilities are also in need of significant repairs if the facility is to 
remain operational, especially if there is a loss of power. 

 The St. Charles school maintains an 1:11 teacher to student ratio, with a 1:16 special 
education student to special education teacher ratio. 

 Physical Education and Art teacher vacancies. 

 There are three vocational programs offered to youth, however they do not provide 
certification in these fields. 

 There are no post-secondary learning opportunities for youth who have completed high 
school or obtained a GED.  Limited opportunities for work are available. 

 Youth have a number of leisure activities available including a gym, a weight room, a library, 
and a teen center.  There is outdoor space that is utilized for activities. 

 Fails to fully utilize the ample outdoor area of the facility. 

 A number of volunteers work in the facility (administration reported 135 volunteers for a total 
of 1,200 hours last year).  Activities included bible study, yoga, poetry, tutoring, sports 
competitions, and the humane society bringing animals to the facility. 

 The facility maintains 48 mental health hours per week with 176 youth receiving regular 
mental health treatment.  There are 16 mental health groups run serving 113 youth. 

 During FY 2011, confinement was used 1,429 times for an average of 2.08 days (near IDJJ 
system-wide average). 

Vital Statistics 
Population: 212 
Rated Capacity: 318 (66.7%) 

After safety bed installation: 330 (64.2%) 
Average age: 16.5 years 
Average length of stay: 5 month 
Average annual cost per youth: $77,779 
Population by race: 

15% White, 65% Black, 19% Hispanic, 1% American Indian 
Committing class offense: 

4 Murder, 16 Class X, 53 Class 1, 62 Class 2, 35 Class 3, 21 Class 4, 5 Class A, 1 
Class B 


